Woodland Chapel

1

Woodland Chapel’s
Joyful News

May 2013 - Volume XIV, No. 5

First Church of Religious Science
Rev. Mary Midkiff, Senior Minister

Hello!
…and goodbye. By the time you
read this, I will no longer be the minister
of Woodland Chapel. My last Sunday
will have been April 28 and I’ll be on to
the next chapter in my life, whatever
that may be. I never expected to be making this
move at this point, but sometimes events
conspire to surprise you! And since I only listen to
what I can discern is God’s will for me, I’m always
asking “How high?” on the way up. I leave
Woodland Chapel after thirteen years with much,
much love and only support and prayer for what I
know is even greater growth and joy in the future
for both of us.
I was wondering what I would write about for
this last message, then I was given a mandate
from our Board President, Rev. Maur Horton. He
asked me to do a “retrospective” on my thirteen
years here. Never one to back away from talking
about myself, I said yes! (So blame Rev. Maur if
this seems hopelessly self indulgent.) But, truth to
be told (as it always must!), this won’t be just
about me. My experience at Woodland Chapel
has been the experience of all of us working
together in so many ways to create what is here
now.
I came here twice in 1999 as a guest speaker
when the church was filling in gaps, trying to
replace the former minister, Rev. Manon. I was at
that time a Practitioner at the Portland Church of
Religious Science and in ministerial school. By
April, 2000, I was exhausted by a bout of
pneumonia, nursing my mother through her
terminal illness, and flying to St. Louis once or
twice a month for school. All of this while raising
two young children. I knew I needed a break but
I didn’t want to withdraw from school without first
knowing what I was to go on to. I spent some
time asking God to show me what was next.
What I finally got was: sometimes you have to let
go first, then you’ll be shown what’s next. It’s a
lesson in faith. So I called my dean and told her I
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was withdrawing for a while. She cautioned me
against it because it would take me a year or two
extra before I could graduate and I had already
put so much into my schooling. But I knew I had
to. That was on a Wednesday. On Friday, I got a
call from the then Board President asking me to
be the “permanent guest speaker” while they
continued their search for a minister. That position
grew into ordination and being the minister after
finding another path to being licensed in
Religious Science. From the beginning, this has
been a ministry built on faith.
I was forty-eight at the time, but I think of
myself back then as an apple-cheeked, wideeyed innocent, so untested, naïve, and full of
boundless joy at what I’d been handed. When
things were slow, I’d sit in the Chapel looking up
at the beautiful Rose Dawn stained glass window,
just trying to believe it all: “They gave me the
keys to this place!” My first sermon under that
contract was May 7, 2000, and I was soon having
office hours and taking on more and more duties.
I relied heavily on the office administrator who
knew how to run everything and where
everything was. I feel like my ministry really began
on September 11, 2001. That was the day after
the office administrator’s last day and I was
completely on my own when I woke up that
terrible day that required so much from so many
of us. I was as shaken as anyone else, but I knew I
had to be present and God has never failed me,
so I jumped in and never looked back.
One Sunday that first summer there was only
twelve people here and the few volunteers that
remained were stretched thin. There were no
classes, no programs, no coffee hour, no
potlucks, no growth committees, no newsletter
(thank you, my wonderful Fay Roth!), not a lot of
what means Woodland Chapel these days. I
cleaned toilets, made coffee (well, not in that
order!), and anything else. I was willing to do
anything and God only asks for willingness.
continued on page 3
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Ministry of Prayer
To contact any of the following
people, leave a message at
Woodland Chapel
(503) 362-4139

Reverend Don Kerr
Reverend George Powell
Reverend Maur Horton
Practitioner Connie Walker
Practitioner Kathy Prather

Applause
We have so much to be
grateful for! This month our
applause goes out to…
…Dona Lionhard Copa and
CandyWillimann, our two
newest members. Candy is
already jumping in there as
part of the Sunday morning
prep/hospitality group.
…Pat Spece for resuming
her place on the Board.
We appreciate her so
much for her faith and
consciousness.
…Robyn Selby for being
another wonderful person
coming forward to
volunteer for the Sunday
morning prep/hospitality
group! The more the
merrier!
… and to all the
others who have
stepped forward
to help where it
was needed.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Sunday Meditation
Schedule
Every Sunday morning at
10:30, Woodland Chapel
presents a Meditation
Service. Each facilitator will
guide you into stillness of
spiritual connection with
their own unique method.
We look forward to you
joining us.

Roger Heusser ..
Becky Scarl ..
Glenna Bates ..
Robert TenEyck ..
Vicki Tournay ..
Carol J. Ferron ..
Susan Rawson ..
Lee Hayes ..
Tara Goddard ..
Sonya Gaub ..
Robbie Porter ..

May
May 1
May 10
May 10
May 17
May 20
May 22
May 24
May 24
May 25
May 31

May 5
Connie Walker, RScP
May 12
Kathy Prather, RScP
May 19
Kathy Prather, RScP
May 26
Rev. Maur Horton

MUSIC

Woodland Chapel sends
birthday cards to our
community members. If you
would like to be remembered in
this way, fill out the form on the
Community Matters table.

SUNDAY SERMONS

May 5
Kathleen Walter and
Doc Fleetwood

May 5
Rev. Maur Horton

May 12
Kathleen Walter and
Matt Sazima

May 12
Rev. Madge Peinkofer

May 19
Kathleen Walter and
Christine Elder

May 19
Mark Spencer

May 26
Kathleen Walter and
Choir (Joyful Singers)

Joy in Action

Mother’s Day

How to be Happy Here Anyway

May 26
Rev. Christine Green
Healing is Wholeness of Spirit
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It wasn’t long before volunteers started coming forward and when people are willing to invest their time,
their lives, they come to own the place, and they stay. So we grew. (We always had a great core of
consciousness and volunteers who kept the church going through many regimes. Gayle Priem stayed on
for many years as our treasurer and bookkeeper, something I never could have done. Sherlee Cave
continued caring for the library and bookstore for many years as well. Gayle and Sherlee’s mother, Fern
Crozier, began our library. Rev. Maur Horton, who had already weathered other seismic shifts in Woodland
Chapel, continued on as support minister, practitioner, and Board President.)
I had several gaping holes in my education, I readily admit, when it came to being a CEO. But I found
that that really doesn’t matter. What is more important is faith in God and allowing God to be involved in
all the details. Because of that, I didn’t need to know everything or have all the ideas. I was just able to
attract the people who did. This is a volunteering church of the first order! When we needed a Junior
Church director, we found, for a long time, Chris Fisher, a third grade teacher for thirty years. (Today we
have Robbie Porter, with a whole history in creating programs for non-profits.) When we needed a new
librarian, we found Kathy Prather, with a masters in library science. When we needed a new bookkeeper,
we found Pat Spece, a CPA. When we moved into the computer and internet age, we found Dick Walker
and Lisa Guillen, both professionals in those fields. We are full of people over qualified for their jobs! What a
blessing!
We have always had a beautiful environment here, inside and out. It, too, has grown over the last
thirteen years. What was once a tangle of blackberries along the creek is now the Rev. George Powell
Meditation Garden with walkways, benches, flowers, and a lovely, serene stone Buddha gracing it. That is
the handiwork of many people over the years volunteering their time, love, and gardening skills to build
from Rev. George’s vision of a calm space in the middle of downtown. One of the first projects I began
was a handicapped lift. I heard about long-term members who were unable to come anymore because
of the steps it took to get up to sanctuary level (or a steep push up the drive from outside). After much
research, we found this elevator (for all practical purposes) that took only a small square out of the
parking lot, attached to the side of the building and led people effortlessly up to sanctuary level. Every
area has had some refurbishment. The library has been completely redone professionally. Beautiful as it is, I
have a place in my heart for the volunteer day when a big group of us painted the Fireside Room, our
meeting hall. I had staked out the ceiling as my territory, not knowing how really big that was! My
shoulders, years later, still talk to me about that! I remember that when Rev. Don heard that the color was
Desert Tumbleweed, his deep baritone rumbled throughout the rest of the day singing, “Drifting along with
the tumblin’ tumbleweeds…”
One of my greatest joys has been teaching the Science of Mind classes. That’s where you get to really
know people at a deep level and watch the spiritual growth. I can’t remember how many I’ve taught, just
the sense of satisfaction and enjoyment and love I felt for those students. Not to mention, the highly
disproportionate amount of laughter vs. insight! (But then I always have believed that humor isn’t just “next
to Godliness,” it IS Godliness!) Thank you, students, for allowing me the honor.
I’m not sure what I’ll be doing next month, but as my mentor Rev. Marcia would say, I will be willing to
stand in the mystery and more will be revealed. (I do know what I’ll be doing this month: I’ll be in Ireland
for two weeks with Rev. Marcia and many of my old friends on a sacred pilgrimage there. I’ll think of you
there!) I know that Woodland Chapel, having made it through more than fifty years in sometimes
uncertain times, will continue to grow and serve more and more people into the future. It is a church that I
will always be able to say I was profoundly happy to serve. Whoever serves next will be fortunate indeed.
But whoever has their name on the door, this church belongs first and foremost to the people who love
her and support her and to the God that indwells us all. I’m the worst person in the world at saying good
bye so I have to believe I’ll come back as a guest speaker or teacher sometime in the future. I’ll just say so
long for now and thank you for a wonderful thirteen years. I love you!

Love, Rev. Mary
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A Tribute and a Plan
The Tribute to Rev Mary Midkiff
I have enjoyed working with Rev Mary. In my opinion, for the thirteen years she has
served Woodland Chapel, she has demonstrated Religious Science principles as an
integral part of successful living. Chief among these principles is her constant refrain:
“God is all there is.” Of late she has added “And God is good.”
During her tenure our chapel has experienced growth. I counted 12 people in the
sanctuary for her first Sunday service, and that included her. In the last year we often
have had 55 and 60 in attendance. Lately the numbers have fallen off some, due In
part, I think to her pending departure. Even the more recent 40 to 45 evidence growth.
More important than growth in numbers has been the constant opportunity she has
provided for us to grow in spiritual understanding.
One of the special traits that has endeared Rev Mary to me is her steadfastness. She, like
all of us, has experienced up and down days, the changing fortunes of health, and
numerous occasions to cry over as well as to laugh about. She steadily shares lessons
from her life experiences with us on Sunday mornings, in classes and in private
conversation.
Rev. Mary is a teacher, a counselor, and a public speaker. She fills many roles at the
Chapel. She is like a coach, too, finding the right persons and supporting them in our
ministries and activities. She attracted Rev. Don Kerr and me to help in ministry. She has
recognized and trained practitioners Kathy Prather and Connie Walker. She has
encouraged Phyllis Kerr and others to form the kitchen and preparation teams for Sunday
morning. Much of this she has done through the dedicated volunteers she has recruited.
One of the attributes I have noticed about Rev Mary is her willingness to delegate
responsibilities. Once she gives a task to a person, she trusts that person to carry it out.
One of the finest examples of this is how she delegated the responsibility of reshaping our
Sunday morning service to Rev Don as his team. Rev Mary gave me the responsibility to
teach several classes and supported this effort without reservation. Likewise she has
pretty much left the organization of the many committees and service groups to the
persons who have volunteered to head them up. Oh, she has told us when she sees us
get off principle and we have had our differences, but still she trusted us to carry on.
If I had to pick Rev Mary’s greatest role, I would say it is as teacher. Her Sunday morning
talks always explained how principle works. Her classes illustrated principle. Rev Mary
often described Jesus Christ as the great teacher. She explained that Jesus not only
taught by his words, he taught with his actions. His whole life was a lesson for us. I see a
similarity here with Rev Mary and her ministry, as a lesson in principle and a lesson in love.
I see Rev Mary leaving us with some sadness in her heart. Even so, I believe she leaves
with love in her heart for the Chapel and for all us. This, too, is an example of how she
teaches with her life experiences, for she releases us with love. She lets go and lets God.
I have served this congregation as an associate minister since 1991, over twenty years
now. During the past thirteen years, I have enjoyed working with Rev Mary as the Minister
at Woodland Chapel, Salem’s First Church of Religious Science.
Continued on insert
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1
6:00 am Yoga
10:00-2:00 Office Hours

Thu
2
10:00-2:00 Office Hours

Fri
3
6:00 am Yoga

Sat
4
8:00-9:00 am AA
11am Agnes Zwicker
- Memorial Service

5
10:30 am Meditation Service
11:00 am Church Service

6
6:00 am Yoga

7

7:00 pm River Sanga

8:00 pm Under 30 AA

8
6:00 am Yoga
10:00-2:00 Office Hours

9
10:00-2:00 Office Hours

10
6:00 am Yoga

12:00 pm Women of
Woodland Chapel

10:00 to 12:00
Mother Nature’s
Helpers

2pm Christine Elder Concert
7:00 pm AA
12
10:30 am Meditation Service
11:00 am ChurchService

13
6:00 am Yoga

7:00 pm AA/OA

7:00 pm River Sanga

8:00 pm Under 30 AA

14

15
6:00 am Yoga
10:00-2:00 Office Hours

16
10:00-2:00 Office Hours

17
6:00 am Yoga

7:00 pm AA
20
6:00 am Yoga

7:00 pm AA/OA

7:00 pm River Sanga

8:00 pm Under 30 AA

21

22
6:00 am Yoga
10:00-2:00 Office Hours

23
10:00-2:00 Office Hours

7:00 pm AA/OA

7:00 pm River Sanga

8:00 pm Under 30 AA

28

29
6:00 am Yoga
10:00-2:00 Office Hours

30
10:00-2:00 Office Hours

7:00 pm AA/OA

7:00 pm River Sanga

8:00 pm Under 30 AA

24
6:00 am Yoga

Newsletter Deadline
7:00 pm AA
26
10:30 am Meditation Service
11:00 am Church Service
POTLUCK

7:00 pm AA

18
8:00-9:00 am AA
11am Memorial Service

2:00 pm Drumming Circle

19
10:30 am Meditation Service
11:00 am Church Service
12:30 pm Board Meeting

11
8:00-9:00 am AA

27
6:00 am Yoga

31
6:00 am Yoga

25
8:00-9:00 am AA
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The Plan as We Move Forward
As we move forward the Board of Trustees is providing for the seamless continuation of
our regular church life. Our ministers Rev. Don Kerr and I continue to step forward to
provide continuity in our church services. Rev Don has arranged for Kathleen Walter to
schedule musicians through June 30. Rev Don and I will be doing some of the Sunday
morning talks. On those Sundays when we are not speaking, I have arranged for guest
speakers. The speaker schedule is set through the month of May and for six of the nine
Sundays in June and July.
Our ministers and practitioners are taking the lead in conducting our Sunday morning
meditations and Amen corners. These are scheduled through June. We have at least
one volunteer to help staff our office two days a week. Our Office hours will change to
Wednesday and Thursday. Starting May 1 in my new function as Executive Officer, I, too,
plan to spend time in the office. We will continue our Department Heads meeting on
Thursday mornings at 10 am. Our “spark plug,” Lisa Guillen continues to lead the
Communications Committee which now has a board member or two.
As you may be aware, our Board has met at least four times in the past month to
address these changes. On April 14 the board held an open forum with nineteen
members of our congregation to help provide for the inspired and orderly management
of church affairs and for our continued growth.
I see Woodland Chapel as God’s Chapel. We are devoted to spirit-centered living, to
love, to peace and to joy. Spirit never lets us down; rather It supports us in the abundant
expression of life, ever making Itself new.

Rev Maur

Reverend Maur Horton
President of the Board of Trustees

The Woodland Chapel Marketplace
A Circle of Support and Supply
To participate in Woodland Chapel’s Marketplace, provide us with your
business card and payment made payable to Woodland Chapel. The
address is P.O. Box 2103, Salem, OR 97301. Rates are $48.00 for six
months and $80.00 for one year. For more information, call Woodland
Chapel at (503) 362-4139.
Vicki Frey-Horton with Merrill Lynch (Wealth Management) at (503) 362-9556
Melodie Balmer, Massage Therapist with Well Life Healing Arts at (503) 315-9826
Taryn Stevens, Broker with Remax Equity Group at (503) 371-5255
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Rev. Maur Horton Gives a Travel Presentation on South Africa
On Thursday, April 11, Rev. Maur Horton was invited to give a presentation about his
recent trip to South Africa to the group Women of Woodland Chapel and other guests.
About twenty people were present in the Fireside Room for the travelog. Josephina
served a Neiman Marcus cake and Candy served a lemon cheesecake.
Rev. Maur and his wife, Vicky, spent three weeks traveling about South Africa with a
small tour group. They flew from Washington, D.C. to Senegal. Then they caught a plane
south for a nine hour trip over Africa to the capital of South Africa, Pretoria. Pretoria is a
modern city with many opportunities to enjoy the sights. Their group also met with a guide
who walked them through some of the dirt streets of a black township. This is an area
where white people do not go without an escort. The native people live in tin shacks; the
poverty was very apparent.
Then they drove southwest down to Cape Town, South Africa. They were able to visit
the southern point where the Atlantic and Indian Oceans come together at the Cape of
Good Hope. They saw the countryside and the ocean views and even some rather
elusive animals. This area was considered prime because of the trading ships which sailed
past going east and north. The Portuguese first pushed out the natives and settled it. Then
the Dutch took over. Then the Dutch and British fought for many years which included the
Boer War. Britain finally won and then years later gave up their rule after independence.
English is the main language spoken with Afrikaner (a Dutch derivative) coming in second
and then the native languages.
Vicky and Rev. Maur then drove to a privately owned animal park which covers a
huge acreage. The animals live as they would in the wild. Jeeps take visitors out on the
dirt roads to see all the major African animals at various times. Rev. Maur had VERY close
up shots of elephants, giraffe, rhinos, buffalos, lions, gazelles, impalas, elands, zebras and
many more. Their two drivers/guides were very knowledgeable and respectful of the
animals.
Rev. Maur ended his talk at this point because we had already absorbed a lot of
information and seen a lot of gorgeous photography. After this point in the trip Rev. Maur
and Vicky did travel to Durban and Johannesburg. But we will all have to wait until
another time to perhaps see that part of the trip.
The Women of Woodland Chapel meet on the second Thursday of the month. This
group meets at noon and eats a paper bag lunch and shares a dessert provided by one
of the members. The group helps fill the needs of the Chapel. Everyone is invited.

by Kathy Prather
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PRACTICING THE PRESENCE
Core Concept 9
By Kathy Prather
We have been studying the Ten Core Concepts which are the basis for SOM
teaching material. We are now at Concept Nine which explores the subject of
"Immortality."
Ernest Holmes explores many ideas about immortality in the entire Chapter 23 of the
Science of Mind textbook. He believed that we will be clothed in some kind of form in
our next life experience because we have experienced form in this plane of existence.
He also believed in many planes of existence happening in the same place at the
same time. This is consistent with the new "string theory." He believed that you take
who you are with you when you appear to die. And he believed that there will be
helpers waiting to assist you in your new experience as there were in this one (i.e.
parents). He believed that each one of us evolve in an ever widening upward spiral.
Also implicit in his teaching is the belief that we have lived before back into infinity
and will live forward into infinity. Part of this understanding concerns our concept of
time. Time is useful on this planet, but in God there is only Now. So we have always
been and we will always be.
We now know by way of Einstein's equation E=MC2 that Energy and Mass (physical
form) are directly correlated to each other. It comes as little surprise that the energy
inhabiting our physical body can certainly change into a new form. It has also been
said that our physical body inhabits our celestial body which surrounds it.
The Core Concept Nine material states "Immortality is a Universal Principle, not a
"belief" or a bargain made with the Universe for good behavior. God knows only Life, its
eternal continuity, evolution , and expansion."
The Concept Nine material also states "Death is a human concept, not a Divine
Idea. The Essence of every human is the Incarnation of God at the center of his/her
being. This Essence is eternal and changeless, the Divine Spark that can no more die
than God can die."
We are each immortal because we each have come from a spiritual pattern in the
mind of God. That pattern is eternal and consistent in whatever physical manifestation
we find ourselves.
It seems reasonable to work with our spiritual understanding of life as we live it. It
also seems that the transition into the next experience will be much fuller and more
peaceful because of this understanding.
Take Action!
Have you thought about writing a WILL for yourself in which you state which ideas you have
learned on earth have brought you the most enlightenment, which experiences which were
the most fulfilling, and what you would like to take with you into a new experience? Think
about it.
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WOODLAND
CHAPEL

Our Vision
Woodland Chapel Celebrates
Joy! In One Spirit, One Life, One World!

582 High Street, SE
Salem, OR 97301
(503) 362-4139

Our Mission
Woodland Chapel promotes Spirit-centered living by
teaching principles that heal the mind and body, expand
prosperity, and nurture relationships in an inclusive, joyous
community.

Schedule of Services
Sunday
10:30am Meditation – led by a Practitioner – Sanctuary
11:00am Worship Service – Sanctuary
11:00am Junior Church – Classrooms

Junior Church
All children are always welcome in
our Junior Church! For the month of
May, the theme will be "Peace
Around the World" with a number of
fun games and projects to do
around that topic that will introduce
elements of geography, world
religions, and cultures in a fun way.
Robbie Porter and Heather Terhune,
welcome you!

woodlandchapel@gmail.com
www.woodlandchapelsalem.com

Ministerial Staff
Rev. Maur Horton
Rev. Don Kerr

Executive Officer
Assistant Minister

Board of Trustees
Rev. Maur Horton
Pat Spece
Dick Walker
Robbie Porter
Robert TenEyck

President
Treasurer

Chapel Staff
Kathy Prather
Pat Spece
Dick Walker

Library
Treasurer
Maintenance

Newsletter Editor
Lisa Guillén
Associate Editor
successfuldesigns@gmail.com

OFFICE HOURS

Wills and Bequests

Wednesdays – 10:00-2:00
Thursdays – 10:00-2:00
Closed Monday, Tuesday,
Friday, and Saturday

Deciding where you want your property to go after your transition is
simply a prudent course of action. Among the choices you can make is
the choice to help the church by making sure that some portion of your
property goes to Woodland Chapel.

All article and event submissions for
next month’s issue are due the third
Sunday of this month. Articles should
be typed and double spaced.
Leave your article in the Newsletter
Editor’s mail slot to the right of the
church office door or email your
article to:
successfuldesigns@gmail.com

Through their wills and estate plans, friends and members of
Woodland Chapel have given the church bequests of money, land,
and other property. Some of the gifts have been small, some large, and
all were appreciated and helpful to the church It is relatively easy to
help Woodland Chapel in this way. The simplest way is to name
Woodland Chapel as a beneficiary in a will. If you prefer, you can
make a gift right now as part of your estate planning. You will want to
consult an attorney to plan these gifts.
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Spiritual Mind Treatment
For
May 2013
I know that God is the only Power, the only Force in the world, a Force for good,
abundance, and peace.
Regardless of all appearances to the contrary, we live as God living through us and
as us. There is nothing that does not come under the loving control of the Divine.
We accept, then, the bounty of infinite good that is ours as our inheritance from a
loving Creator. We accept perfect health, love, joy, peace, and prosperity for
ourselves and all others. We rejoice that we are all ONE.
We give thanks for knowing that this is so. We let it be the Truth of our
existence. And so it is. Amen.

1 Corinthians 16:14

Let all that you do be done with love.
Thank you.
If you wish to be removed from
the mailing list, please check
the box below and put just the
half sheet in an envelope and
mail it back to us.
We don’t want to be your
junk mail.
503-362-4139
Office Hours
(Minister in Office)
Wednesdays: 10:00-2:00 pm
Thursdays: 10:00-2:00 pm

Woodland Chapel
P.O. Box 2103
Salem, OR 97308

