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 J o y f u l   

     N e w s                  

Regeneration  

 
Regeneration comes down to 

rekindling our awareness of our life 

in God.  Most Christian Churches 

celebrated the Resurrection of 

Christ just a little over forty days 

ago.  On June 8 they will celebrate Pentecost.  

Both festivals are part of the ancient church’s 

attempt to spread the life of the soul out over 

an annual liturgical cycle.  In those days there 

were not the plethora of electronic media or 

even much in the way of written materials for 

most people to access.  Thus the church 

taught by means of great celebrations spread 

throughout the year.  I believe the ancient 

ones knew that the life of the soul is a matter 

of becoming aware of the presence of the 

Infinite One in each moment of their lives.  We 

can see this in the many accounts of ecstatic 

prayer and revelations of truth that are 

reported in the lives of the saints and liturgical 

commentaries. 

 

Many of our New Thought churches do not 

celebrate the liturgical calendar other than 

perhaps in the observance of Christmas and 

Easter.  Yet the need to renew the life of the 

soul persists. 

 

Daily life offers much to distract us from our 

soul’s purpose.  Events can take our minds in 

directions that limit our ability to focus on what 

is really important in one’s spiritual life.  There 

are so many ways.  We find the pressures of 

providing for our daily sustenance can bring 

our work activities into nearly a 24/7 enterprise.  

With the advent of instantaneous 

communications any place can be a 

workplace.  A friend of mine gave me a 

perfect illustration of this.  He runs a small 

business and lives in Salem.  He was relaxing at 

home when a text message at about 9 PM, 

followed by a phone message called his 

attention to an email that a customer had just 

sent.  The customer was concerned about the 

content of something that posted on his 

business’ Facebook site.  The caller felt the 

posting meant my friend’s business was 

endorsing a competitor’s products. This 

communication was well meant and perhaps 

contains a valid point.   But it shows how 

instantaneous communications can disturb 

even the quiet relaxation of an evening at 

home with family.   

 

Distractions can persist into retirement.  The 

wife of a close retired friend described how 

emails and texts have been turning her 

husband’s volunteer efforts into work sessions 

even at one and two in the morning.  He is so 

conscientious that he never seems to rest due 

to the frequent interruptions that arise from his 

many volunteer efforts. 

 

Regeneration of our lives in Spirit can occur 

when we realize that all time is God’s time.  

There is a dimension of reality that pervades all 

of our efforts to live a life of purpose.  All the 

waves of energy that converge on us in the 

form of electronic, print and other media are 

simplified into one.   In reality there is only one 

Energy.  It lies hidden within all experience.  

That energy is the energy of God, an Infinite 

Energy.  God’s Energy is timeless yet present in 

every moment of time.  The Divine energy of 

Spirit envelops all, supports all, and holds all in 

existence. 
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Ministry of Prayer 

To contact any of the following 

people, leave a message at 

Woodland Chapel 

(503) 362-4139 
 

 

Reverend Maur Horton  

Reverend Don Kerr 

Practitioner Kathy Prather 

Practitioner Connie Walker 
 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

 

 

 Chris Fisher  -  June 29 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The day you were born  
is worth celebrating!   

 

To be listed here and 

receive a birthday card,  

just fill out the celebration 

form on the Community 

Matters table.   

MUSIC 
  
June 1—Matt Sazima & 
Kathleen Walter 
 
 
 

June 8 –Doc Fleetwood 
and Kathleen Walter 
 
June 15 Christine Elder and 
Kathleen Walter 
 
June 22—Joyful Singers, 
Kathleen Walter, and  
pianist Karen Hansson 
 
June 29—WC 
Goodtime band 
 
 

Music Director:  

 Kathleen Walter 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Meditation 

Schedule  

Every Sunday morning at 

10:30, Woodland Chapel 

presents a Meditation 

Service. Each facilitator will 

guide you into stillness of 

spiritual connection with 

their own unique method. 

We look forward to you 

joining us. 
 
 

 

June 1—Connie Walker 

 

June 8 —Kathy Prather 

 

June 15—Rev. Don Kerr 

 

June 22—Dick Walker 

 

June 29—Kathy Prather 

 
SUNDAY SERMONS 

 

 

 

June 1  

Rev. Larry King— 

“Attract  What?!” 

 

June 8  

Rev. Maur— 

“Stand Up. Be 

Counted” 

 

June 15 

Rev. Don Kerr— 

“Thanks, Dad” 

 

June 22 

Rev. Mark Spencer— 

“So Here” 

 

June 29 

Rev. Mary Midkiff— 

“Free to Be” 

  (continued from page 1) 

Thus the cycles of the liturgical 

year and the interruptions to 

our daily lives can open win-

dows to the Divine.  We can 

use them to bring our minds 

home to God.  The qualities of 

the Divine include love, grace, 

joy, harmony and beauty.   

When we discover these and 

other divine qualities in a situa-

tion, we respond as God-

inspired beings. We attain the 

purpose of our spiritual growth.  

We relax into the awareness of 

God’s most holy and joyful 

presence.  As we learn to do 

this in every situation, we live in 

peace.  And Spirit regenerates 

our lives time and time again. 

 

Namaste,  

 Rev Maur 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING 

 

Affiliation News 

On May 7 the Centers for Spiritual Living Spiritual Leadership Council approved our Cen-

ter’s Phase One application.  We can now use the logo, gain access to class materials 

and advertise ourselves as Woodland Chapel Center for Spiritual Living.  We will 

be listed in their directory of churches. 

Phase two of the application process involves completion of all legal 

documentation.  This will include bylaws revisions, establishing the 

amount we wish to contribute to support the Centers for Spiritual Living, 

and administrative details. 

 

Rev Maur is now licensed as a Minister affiliated with the Centers for Spiritual Living.  He 

received an official copy of his license in the mail.  Kathy Prather has begun the process 

of affiliation as a Practitioner. 

 
Driveway Improvements 

 

Dick Walker has completed installation of the driveway safety barrier.   The new barrier 

is a series of 4X6 treated wooden posts set in concrete with three strands of plastic cov-

ered steel aircraft wire.  This adds a visual and physical  barrier between the entry drive 

way and the hillside.  All who enter here are safe. 

  
Ministry Team 

 

Reverends Don and Maur met with Rev. Linda Finley on May 8 to share the news of our 

affiliation with the Centers for Spiritual living and to discuss the implications of becoming 

a Center.  We arranged for Rev. Linda to lead our Day of Visioning on July 12 and speak 

on July 13.   

 

Our Practitioners, Kathy Prather and Connie Walker, have been serving our Chapel in 

several ways.   Their key duties are helping with  Sunday services and doing prayer work 

with members of our congregation.  In addition they also volunteer in many capacities 

for everything from kitchen duty to gardening.  They are indeed a blessing. 
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Visioning Teams 

 

Events Planning is recommending to the Board of Trustees that Saturday, August 16 

be the day of our Open House.  We plan to invite our congregation, our neighbors, 

friends, former members and others to come visit our Center.  We will invite the other 

groups that meet here to present displays in the Library.  This includes the AA and 

the Buddhist groups.  

 

We plan to offer some fine food items courtesy of our expert kitchen crew.  We may 

have musical activities in the Sanctuary and a drumming circle toward the end of 

festivities.  Your input is welcome.  Contact Cathy Daniels, Vicki Tournay, Bill Gordon, 

or Rev. Maur with your ideas on how to make this a great introduction of our Chapel 

as a Center for Spiritual Living. 

 

Community Projects is investigating how our Chapel could partner with the Ike Box 

in the service of youth.   

 

Music Team has completed its work for now and is on hiatus. 

 

Weddings Team has nearly completed its work.  Brochures and a new agreement  

form for using our Chapel are going to be presented to our June Board of Trustees 

meeting.  There are some changes planned for our website.   

 

Membership Team has drafted a new member handbook and will present it at the 

June board meeting.  New brochures and materials for our first time visitors are al-

ready in use.  
 

Second Day of Visioning July 12 

 

We have experienced many positive developments since our first day of Visioning in 

January.  On July 12 from 10 am to 3 pm Rev Linda Finley will lead us in our second 

day of visioning.   

 

Please give your prayerful attention to how our Woodland Chapel can best express 

itself as a Center for Spiritual Living.  You might consider this.  “What does it mean to 

go from being a Church of Religious Science to a Center for Spiritual Living?”  Bring 

your thoughts, ideas and inspirations to this meeting. 
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A Short History of New Thought and Science of Mind 
 

New Thought began in the United States in the 19th Century.  However, the basis of New 

Thought go back to  Plato in the 5th century and his philosophy that ideas are more real than 

matter.  In the 18th Century Immanual Swedenborg talked of spiritual cause resulting in a physi-

cal effect.  Phineas Quimby and Mary Baker Eddy were two of the early proponents of heal-

ing through spiritual beliefs.  Based on religious and metaphysical teachings, including ele-

ments of Buddhism and Hinduism, New Thought is spiritually-focused on Oneness.  New 

Thought believes in the power of the mind through connection with the Divine within each 

person, and encompasses healing of the body through the mind and spirit.  The International 

New Thought Alliance was formed in 1914. 

 

Ralph Waldo Emerson’s Trancendentalism directly affected the new thought teachings of Ern-

est Holmes and the writing of The Science of Mind.  Holmes was always questioning and seek-

ing truth, studying the great religions of the world as well as the great philosophies and the sci-

ences.  Holmes did not profess to have the final truth, but he identified and synthesized ideas 

and conclusions that many before him had discovered.  In The Science of Mind textbook, 

Holmes speaks of a Creative Principle operating in and through all creation, a Principle that 

acts as the Law of Cause and Effect, of Action and Reaction.   Holmes also experienced God 

as a loving Presence which desires only good for man.  Through the power of meditation, posi-

tive prayer, understanding and faith one can actually attract good and change their own cir-

cumstances. 

 

The Institute for Religious Science and School of Philosophy was established in 1927 in Los An-

geles.  Holmes never intended that it become a church, but in 1949 the first graduates of the 

institute began establishing churches as centers for spiritual practice and learning.  Two asso-

ciations of these spiritual centers existed until 2011:  United Centers for Spiritual Learning 

(formerly United Centers of Religious Science) and International Center for Spiritual Learning 

(formerly Religious Science International).  In 2011 these two joined to form Centers for Spiritual 

Learning (CSL).  There are approximately 400 centers in North America. 

The affiliation of Woodland Chapel with Centers for Spiritual Learning brings us back into offi-

cial connection with an international organization of Science of Mind churches or centers.  

Woodland Chapel was affiliated with Religious Science International from 1961 to1990.  

                                                                                                         - by Cathy Daniels 

 

 June Garden Work Party 
Saturday, June 28 10 am to Noon 

 
One of the wonderful blessings of Woodland Chapel that we all  

appreciate is our lovely location and peaceful Meditation Garden.   
It takes some work to keep Mother Nature in check around here.  

  
We invite those who are able, to come help.  You’ll get all the free exercise 

 you want, pizza lunch with your fellow workers, and the enjoyment of a  
Meditation Garden and grounds we can all continue to enjoy.  

 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 

10:30am Meditation Service 

11:00am Church Service 

 

 

 

7:00pm  AA 

 
2 
6:00am Yoga 

3 

7:00am Meditation in the 

Sanctuary 

9:00am Yoga in Library 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 

7:00pm  AAOA 

4 

6:00am Yoga 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 

2:30-4:00 Book Study/

Discussion Group 

 

7:00pm River Sangha 

5 
 
10:00-2:00 Office Hours 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Under 30 AA 

6 

6:00 am Yoga 

 

 

 

7 

8:00-9:00am AA 

 

 

8 

10:30am Meditation Service 

11:00am Church Service 
 

12:45 pm Board Meeting 
 

 

 

7:00pm AA 

9 

6:00am Yoga 
 

 

 

 
 

 

10 

7:00am Meditation in the 
Sanctuary 

9:00am Yoga in Library 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 

 

7:00pm AA/OA 

11 

6:00am Yoga 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 
 

2:30-4:00 Book Study/
Discussion Group 
 

7:00pm River Sangha 

12 
 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 
 

12:00pm Women of 
Woodland Chapel 

 
8:00pm Under 30 AA 

13 

6:00am Yoga 

 

 

 

 

 

14 

8:00-9:00am AA 

 

Healing Day with 

Christine Elder 

 

 

15   FATHER’S DAY 

10:30am Meditation Service 
11:00am Church Service 

 
 

2:00 pm Drumming Circle 

 

7:00 pm AA 

16 

6:00am Yoga 

 

 

 

 

 

17 

7:00am Meditation in the 
Sanctuary 

9:00am Yoga in Library 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 

 

7:00pm AA/OA 

18 

6:00 am Yoga 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 
 

 

 

 

7:00pm River Sangha 

19 

 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 
 
 

 

 
 

8:00pm Under 30 AA 

20 

6:00am Yoga 

 

 

 

 

21 

8:00-9:00am AA 

 

 

 

 

22 

10:30am Meditation Service 

11:00am Church Service  
 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

 

7:00pm AA 

23 

6:00am Yoga 

 

 

 

24 

7:00am Meditation in the 
Sanctuary 

9:00am Yoga in Library 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 

 

7:00pm AA/OA 

25 

6:00 am Yoga 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 
 

 

 

7:00pm River Sangha 

 

26 

 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 
 
 

 

 
 

8:00pm Under 30 AA 

27 

6:00am Yoga 

 

 

 

28 

8:00-9:00am AA 

 

GARDEN WORK 

PARTY 10am to 

Noon 

29 

10:30am Meditation Service 

11:00am Church Service 

Potluck    

 

 

7:00pm AA 

30 

6:00am Yoga 

 
 

 

 

 

     

 June 2014 
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LIGHT AND DARK FORCES OF THE KABBALAH 

 
     We have always heard that "thoughts are things".  Of course, we know the explanation of this 
statement.  We also know that the type of thoughts we entertain determines the (like) type of 
circumstances that we experience, or witness. 
     Many, if not most, people believe that thoughts come from our brain.  But the more learned folks will tell 
us that the brain is only a receptor, like a radio which picks up the signal emitted from a broadcast station.   
Our brain, however, receives thought waves from the matrix of the ethers.  Fortunately, we have the 
freewill to select the type of thought waves we tune into. 
     Kabbalah (Ancient Wisdom) often (more like, constantly) refers to the source of said broadcasting as 
being of a light or dark nature.  When we are born, it is with both light force and dark force connections.  
While Kabbalah acknowledges that the dark forces - - of ignorance (negative thinking, ego, envy, 
stinginess, greed, hatred, crime and {worst of all} war) does exist in our makeup, we must keep our focus 
on the light.  In fact, much of  the studies in Kabbalah equate God with light, or, light force being "God 
force" - - - spiritual. 
     Further; one particular teaching is that by casting light onto a subject, one can not only diminish and 
neutralize the manifestation of dark forces, but totally overcome them. (So, what's new about Science of 
Mind?) If anyone, at any time, tends to deride "New Age" or "New Thought", we may do well to enlighten 
them to this  ancient knowledge.  It might help, if done in a gentle way, to also let them know that criticism 
is a dark force product. 
     All our actions, experiences and expressions are of either one or the other - - - light force (positive) or 
dark force (negative).  Also described as being spiritual or material (physical).  The Kabbala has much to 
say about this, throughout its teachings.  Always relating the "dark forces" with the ego, makes the 2 
closely and thoroughly connected, and inseparable. 
     Unfortunately, it would seem as though the dark force broadcast station is operating at a much stronger 
power level than the light force station.  But they are equal.  At least, the dark force signal seems to be 
much more readily received, but that is because of our ego being more in tune with  darkness. 
     The root of most of our problems in life is the ego factor.  Until we gain control over our ego we 
experience all sorts of dark force, negative, detrimental conditions and situations.  Some may be 
enjoyable, but detrimental, nevertheless.  Once we focus our intentions away from the dark force 
influences, and allow the (spiritual) light forces to guide us, we manifest much greater benefit and 
satisfaction. 
     This is not an easy task.  Consider this; from the time one is born (and even prenatally)  the tendency is 
to fawn over "how sweet, how precious the baby", heaping praise and admiration on the newborn.  All of 
which serves to develop and bolster ego.  Each natural accomplishment, or intentional achievement, on 
into adulthood, gets further praise and compliments - - -  ego fodder. The result?  It takes precedence over 
the light forces, retarding spiritual growth. 
     Hence, we often function on an ego based (dark force) impetus, which, oddly enough may turn out to be 
"a good thing".  Illogical?  Then consider this; because of tuning into dark force energy, we experience dark 
force effects.  When we get our fill of dark force experiences, we reach a breaking point (ego-wise).  Not a 
pleasant experience.  But - - - 
     That's the point at which the "prodigal son" factor turns us around and leads us back to "the father".  We 
gain a change in values, interests and motivations.  That's when spiritual interests replace worldly 
interests, and the pendulum swings the other way.  Let us hope that we, being a Spiritual Center, have 
enough time left to experience a balancing amount of Spiritual Living. 

               By:  Lester Petrie 2014 
 
Editor’s Note.  It is interesting to explore different ancient teachings. The Kabbalah is one such. Science of Mind 

takes the best from ancient spiritual traditions and clearly teaches there is only one All-Good Power (God) not two 

powers. Race mind, the collective unconscious, contains a record of all human events and is also a repository of 

erroneous human beliefs. Matter is not opposed to Spirit since it arises from Spirit.  Science of Mind also recognizes 

that the ego when subservient to Spirit plays a positive role in the mind of the healthy individual.  Spirit is never 

bound by time and can always express Itself in through and as us.  —Rev. Maur 
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Applause 
 

Thank you to those who 

showed up on May 17 to 

work in the garden:  Rev. 
Don and Phyllis Kerr, Cathy 

Daniels, Laura (from the 

yoga group), Neil Prather 

and Kathy Prather.   

 

A big Thank You to Dick 

Walker and his helper Jim for 

researching, designing and 

installing the new drive way 

guard rail.  It definitely 

welcomes all who enter here 

in safety.   

 

Thanks to Kathy Prather and 

Connie Walker for their 

dedication as Practitioners, 

always available for prayer 

treatment.   

 

Thanks to all those in River 

Sangha, AA, Yoga, and 

other groups that meet here 

at Woodland Chapel for 

doing their part in cleaning 

up each time and helping us 

maintain a clean, safe place 

to congregate. 

 

Thanks to Carolyn Uplegger 

for her dynamic leadership 

and computer skills in 

drafting our directory, new 

brochure, membership 

materials, and wedding 

brochure.   

 

To our webmaster Peggy 

Guillen, thank you for your  

talents  and time in keeping 

our web site up to date. 

 

 

Book Study/Discussion Group 

Wednesdays 2:30 to 4:00 pm 
  

The Book study group will complete The Biology of 

Belief by Bruce Lipton, then take a break for the 

summer.   The Group plans to resume in mid September.  

Charlie Prade is the contact for this activity. 

  

  

Women of Woodland Chapel 

June 12, 2014 

 

All women who attend Woodland Chapel 

are invited to join these monthly meetings.  A woman 

does not have to be a member of the Chapel to attend, 

just be interested in joining other women for lunch.   

 

Bring your bag lunch.  Dessert will be provided.  

 

Contact Gayle Priem  at 503-363-1814  for more 

information.  

June will be our last meeting until the second Thursday 

 in October as we take the summer off.    
  

   

New Guard Rail Fundraiser 

 
General clean up and removal of landscaping brought to light 

the need for a new guard rail along our drive way entrance.   

This safety improvement is now completed, and   

We are fundraising to pay for this project.   

 

Your gift will be matched dollar for dollar for the first $1,000.   

The total needed is $2,750.  

So far, with match we have raised about $1,400. 
 

Many thanks to all who have and will help!  

   

 

http://woodlandchapelsalem.com/about-old/women-of-woodland-chapel/
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Ministerial Staff 

Rev. Maur Horton Senior Minister 

Rev. Don Kerr Assistant Minister 

 

Board of Trustees 

Dick Walker President 

Candy Willimann  Vice-President 

Pat Spece Treasurer 

Nadine Heusser Secretary 

Rev. Maur Horton 

Carolyn Uplegger 

Cathy Daniels 

 

Chapel Staff 
Vicki Tournay Office Manager 

Carolyn Uplegger Office Staff 

Kathy Prather Library 

Pat Spece Treasurer 

Dick Walker Maintenance 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Cathy Daniels Associate Editor 

Planned Giving 

Deciding where you want your property to go after your transition is 

simply a prudent course of action. Among the choices you can make is 

the choice to help the church by making sure that some portion of your 

property goes to Woodland Chapel. 

Through their wills and estate plans, friends and members of 

Woodland Chapel have given the church bequests of money, land, 

and other property. Some of the gifts have been small, some large, and 

all were appreciated and helpful to the church. It is relatively easy to 

help Woodland Chapel in this way. The simplest way is to name 

Woodland Chapel as a beneficiary in a will, life insurance or trust. If you 

prefer, you can make a gift right now as part of your estate planning.  

You may want to consult an attorney to plan these gifts. 

OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesdays – 10:00-2:00 

Wednesdays – 10:00-2:00 

Thursdays – 10:00-2:00 

Closed Monday,   

Friday, and Saturday 

All article and event submissions for 

next month’s issue are due by the 

third Sunday of this month. Articles 

should be typed and emailed to  

cddaljo@yahoo.com 

Or leave your article in the 

Newsletter Editor’s mail slot to the 

right of the church office. 

WOODLAND 

CHAPEL 
582 High Street, SE 

Salem, OR 97301 

(503) 362-4139 

woodlandchapel@gmail.com 

www.woodlandchapelsalem.com 

Our Vision 

Woodland Chapel Celebrates  

Joy! In One Spirit, One Life, One World! 

Our Mission 

Woodland Chapel promotes Spirit-centered living by 

teaching principles that heal the mind and body, expand 

prosperity, and nurture relationships in an inclusive, joyous 

community. 

Schedule of Services 
Sunday 

 10:30am  Meditation – led by a Practitioner – Sanctuary 

 11:00am  Worship Service – Sanctuary 

 11:00am  Junior Church – Classrooms 

 

Junior Church  

All children are always welcome in our 

Junior Church! For the month May, the 

theme will continue to be "Peace Around 

the World".  We’ll learn about elements of 

geography, world religions, and cultures in a fun way.  

We are looking for a couple of  volunteers who would 

like to join our team of  teachers,.  With a team 

approach, each volunteer would only need to  be 

available to accompany our youngest visitors one 

Sunday each month.   Help us renew our intention to 

reach more young people. 

Rose Dawn Window 

mailto:woodlandchapel@gmail.com?subject=From%20Newsletter
http://www.woodlandchapelsalem.wordpess.com
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503-362-4139 

Office Hours 

Tuesdays: 10:00-2:00 pm 

Wednesdays: 10:00-2:00 pm 

Thursdays: 10:00-2:00 pm 

Senior Minister Hours: 

Wednesdays: 10:00-4:00 pm 

Thursdays: 10:00-4:00 pm 

 

We don’t want to be your 

 junk mail. 

 

If you wish to be removed from 

the mailing list, please check 

the box below, and put just the 

half sheet in an envelope and 

mail it back to us. 
 

Thank you. 

Woodland Chapel 
P.O. Box 2103 
Salem, OR 97308 

 

Spiritual Mind Treatment 

For June  2014 

 

 
There is One Life.  That Life is perfect.  That Life is my life now.  I have a clear vision 

for my life.  I see the goodness of life.  I am whole.  I am complete.  I am prosperous.  

I am aware of the Presence of Spirit’s Holy Life.  I sense Spirit as It renews my life now.  

Every dimension of my being, spiritual, mental, emotional, and physical rejoices in 

the goodness of the All-Good God.   I am grateful for this clear vision for my life and 

for the lives of my family and friends, of my Center, and of every life everywhere.  

And so it is.          

                       --Rev. Maur 

 

  

 

 

Let all that you do be done with love. 
1 Corinthians 16:14 


