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Turning To the Light 
 

My dear friends, 

 

   December is a turnaround month.  

Nature turns from darkness to daylight.  In 

the northern hemisphere on December 21 

night hours are the longest.  In the 

southern hemisphere day hours are 

longest.  Since Christmas arose in the 

northern hemisphere, the lengthening day 

is the natural basis for the Christmas 

holiday season.  Lengthening 

light lies behind the Christian 

community’s decision to 

adopt December 25 as the 

day to celebrate the birth of 

the Christ.  You have to work through 

several layers of cultural traditions to find it, 

but turning to the light lies at the heart of 

the Christmas season.   The celebration of 

Christmas has influenced many other 

cultures.  It has led to a renewed emphasis 

in the Jewish community on the relatively 

minor feast of Hanukah with its tradition of 

gift giving.   Kwanza celebrates “the first 

fruits of the harvest” and so is also tied to 

the turning of the seasons.   

 

   Christmas tells of a spiritual turnaround. 

This turnaround is not a birth that 

happened twenty or more centuries ago.  

Even our traditional holiday carols declare 

this experience happens today.  O Little 

Town of Bethlehem asks that Christ “be 

born in us today.”  That same carol invites 

the Christ to come live in us: “Oh, come to 

us, abide with us, Our Lord Emmanuel!”  

The word Emmanuel means “God with us.”  

The true meaning of Christmas is what 

happens when the heart of the individual 

person awakens to the Christ principle that 

dwells within.  When a person turns their 

attention to Spirit and forms the intention 

to live in Spirit, that person experiences a 

turning point in their life.   

 

   If you want to take advantage of this 

season, look for turnaround opportunities.  

With every decision you can turn away 

from the thoughts and beliefs that limit 

you.  For example, it is sometimes 

challenging to accept a present 

condition, especially if you are having an 

experience of discomfort or disease.   

When you accept a negative condition as 

an experience not as the truth of your 

being, you are fee to bless it and then 

release it.  By seeing through your 

acceptance of such a condition into the 

deeper truth of your divinity, you also 

reduce the stress that can make a 

negative experience even worse.  I 

believe you can avoid many daily 

disturbances of life by consciously turning 

your thoughts to love, patience and 

tolerance of yourself and of others. When 

you do this you invoke the true Spirit of the 

season.  You can get in touch with the 

Spirit that is constantly born anew in your 

heart.  The fact of the matter is that 
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moment by moment you are at choice to reveal Spirit.   

   You can choose to transform your thinking from 

negative to positive, from sorrow to joy.   All of the 

celebrating you do, all of the parties you attend, all of 

the gifts you give, all of the love you so freely express in 

this season are simply ways you reveal the one central 

reality of your being.  You embody the Love of God.  As 

you become conscious of this love in each of your 

decisions, you have a hand in making this a world that 

works for everyone. Living in the consciousness of the 

One is the highest gift you can give and the true treasure 

of this and every season.  

    As you turn your mind to the One, you follow nature’s 

own example.  You turn from darkness to light.  In doing 

so, you reveal the brightest of all possible lights, your 

insight that the Love of God dwells within each person 

everywhere including you.   

 Namaste,  

 Rev. Maur 

Applause 
 
   This month we recognize 

and thank the following: 

 

Candy Willimann for 

offering once again to 

prepare turkey and fixin’s 

and host Thanksgiving 

dinner on Thanksgiving 

Day for those who want to 

enjoy a wonderful meal 

with “church family”.   

 

 

Dick Walker and Jim 

Billings for replacing the 

water heater, faucets and 

other repairs that keep our 

Center the welcoming 

place that it is.   

 

 

Rev. Don and Kathleen 

Walter for their ongoing 

efforts to bring quality and 

diversity to our music 

program. 

 

 

Michele Giammatteo and 

Kathy Prather for leading 

and feeding our crafters 

as we made prayer flags 

at the annual Craft Day. 
 

 

Pat Spece for preparing a 

proposed budget for 2015.   

Also Dick Walker, Rev 

Maur and Rev Don for their  

part in budgeting for the 

coming year 

 

 

Prosperous Me 360 Program Starts January 1 
 

Benefit yourself and your community. 

Raise your consciousness.  
 

 When you participate in this program, 

you receive The Prosperous Me book, daily 

prayer treatments from our ministry team (Rev Maur, Rev Don 

and practitioners Kathy Prather and Connie Walker), daily in-

spirational emails and a live call-in phone conversation at 6:30 

pm with the opportunity to ask questions each day, as well as 

an increase in your prosperity. 

 

 All this for a fee of $25!  The first 20% of this fee will be 

donated to the Ike Box, a Salem charity serving divested youth 

between the ages of 11 and 18.  The Prosperous Me program 

runs from January 1 through January 31.  Participants commit 

to give 10% of any unscheduled increase in prosperity re-

ceived during the program to Woodland Chapel Center for 

Spiritual Living.  

 

 Sign up begins December 7.   To register for this exciting 

program you can email woodlandchapel@gmail.com, phone 

the Center at 503-362-4139 or complete the signup sheet on 

the Community Matters table in the Library.  Register early so 

we can order the proper number of books.  You will find this to 

be a program tailored to your personal situation. 

mailto:woodlandchapel@gmail.com


Woodland Chapel                                                                                                                             3                                                                                                                          

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

What’s Happening 

 

Update on Building Foundations:  The method for realignment of the sidewalk outside 

the library attempted in November did not work.  This is on hold for now.  However, the 

addition of piers to help support the foundation under the Fireside Room and the chim-

ney is still needed.  The current plan is to focus on raising funds to pay for this work that 

will cost around $25,000 total.  A fundraising committee has begun meeting to plan 

events throughout the year to raise money for the Building Fund.  A monthly raffle will be 

the first activity. If you have an idea for raising funds, you can submit it in writing to Rev. 

Maur or plan to attend our next meeting on Monday, January 12 at 5:30 pm.  Watch for 

more on coming events. 

 

Decorating the Giving Tree: Sunday, Dec 7, is a time set aside to deco-

rate our beautiful evergreen Angel Tree in the library room. Woodland 

Chapel has a cache of angel ornaments to choose from. You are also 

free to bring one to donate with your name and date on it. At the same 

time there will be cards for our Tree of Giving with the name and age of 

children who are in need. If you will buy this gift and return it to Woodland Chapel it will 

be delivered and bring joy to a family.  

 

Candle Lighting Service Dec. 19:  Woodland Chapel will be hosting its annual Candle 

Lighting Service on Friday, Dec. 19 at 7:00 p.m. This program offers a joyous mix of music 

and message. The music includes the audience singing Christmas carols and musicians 

performing well loved pieces. The message this year is a lively Joy of Family theme. End-

ing the program we have a lovely ceremony of passing the candle light to each per-

son. Join us for holiday themed goodies following the program. (All donated holiday 

baked goods are welcome). This is a chance to have a loving evening out with family 

and friends.  

 

New Year’s Eve Party:  On Dec. 31 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Woodland 

Chapel will be bringing in the New Year with a New Year’s Eve party. This is 

the first time that this event is being offered so bring as much support as you 

can to make it a big success. 

 

Prosperous Me 360 will be offered at Woodland Chapel. This is a program designed to 

boost your prosperity consciousness. With this program you will receive a book and 

readings and it includes a daily conference call with someone in our Healing Ministry. 

The Healing Ministry will also focus daily prayer for everyone in this program. This is the 

time to find out how you can have a more abundant life.  See page 2 for more infor-

mation. 

 

Life Changing Class:  There is a new class beginning on Mon. January 12!  We will offer 

either VISIONING or PRINCIPLES OF FINANCIAL FREEDOM.  Both are accredited classes 

offered by Centers for Spiritual Living.  We will decide which to offer based on interest 

shown by current students and the congregation.  The class will be taught by Rev. Maur 

Horton.    
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 From Here to Infinity  
Some Miracles require Concentration and Spiritual Attraction  

                                  
 This story was highly inspired by the writings of Raymond Charles Barker, and in fact 

this is his story, with some of MY ‘Stuff’ thrown in. 

 

This story was written before “The Law of Attraction” was every-day familiar to all meta-

physicians. At the end of his story Barker says “The reciprocal action between your pat-

terns of thought and feeling, and the Universal life has determined every experience 

which you have ever had, are having or will ever have.” Here’s the story, and no doubt 

the ultimate Miracle present for Elizabeth although it was not Christmas. 

 One cold autumnal day when Elizabeth was walking down 5th Ave, she suddenly 

fell. The ambulance Intern told her she had broken her leg. Her fall however, had not 

been the usual kind, no broken pavement, no icy sidewalk, nothing to trip over. The 

bones in her right leg has simply given way! At the hospital the X-Rays showed the dis-

ease. The doctor anxiously made his way to her room, carrying the pictures with him, 

hoping that as her own eyes saw the condition the blow would he softened as he told 

her:   “You have Padgett’s disease”.   

 Elizabeth Andrews in a New York City hospital looked up at Rev. Bark-

er from her bed and said: “I have been told by the doctors that I have 

Padgett’s disease, a malignant disease, and that I will never walk again 

without heavy braces and crutches. I don’t want to accept this verdict. 

Need I? Knowing that this woman was capable of making drastic changes 

in her thinking and feeling. Rev. Barker answered: “While the factual evidence of bone 

disease is true- your need is to believe that it is not permanent. You can TREAT yourself out 

of this, and I know it can be done.” Eight months later, without a brace or a crutch, Eliza-

beth walked into her Church on a Sunday morning and joined others in the acknowl-

edgement of a Power which knows no Incurability.  

 How could this happen? Life limits no one, offers itself freely to all. If you can ac-

cept this new viewpoint, as Elizabeth did, you can treat yourself to Greater Living. Eliza-

beth had learned that what man, with his Material science, could not do for her, Crea-

tive thinking could, provided she could direct it herself. 

 Standing at her bedside on the day of her sentence to a life of Invalidism, Rev. 

Barker saw her faint hope that he would agree she would walk again. Knowing her sin-

cerity, and her capacity in the past to control her thinking, he immediately said: 

 “You certainly can walk again, and I will help you every step of the way.” Every 

day for months, she and Rev. Barker knew basic truths together. She in her hospital and 

he in his office or house, replaced in her subconscious the verdict of an incurable disease 

with a sure knowledge of a woman walking through life.  

 For four months she never left the bed. I was there the day they brought to her the 

heavy massive brace, to cover her from HIP TO TOE. She looked at it and had a momen-

tary cry. Then catching herself, she turned to Rev. Barker and said: “We’ll fool them yet, 

won’t we?” His agreement to her faith was instantaneous. Four months later she walked 

into Church without that brace, or even a crutch.  
 So Happy Holidays, be good, think clearly, and believe. 

         - Robert TenEyck 
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Ministry of Prayer 

 

 

To contact any of the fol-

lowing people, leave a mes-

sage at Woodland Chapel 

(503) 362-4139 
 

 

Reverend Maur Horton  

Reverend Don Kerr 

Practitioner Kathy Prather 

Practitioner Connie Walker 
 

MUSIC 

December 7—WC Good-

time Band  

December 14—Doc Fleet-

wood, Kathleen Walter 

December 21—Christine 

Elder, Kathleen Walter 

December 28—Joyful Sing-

ers, Kathleen Walter, Karen 

Hansson 
 
 

Music Director: 

Kathleen Walter 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Meditation 

Schedule  

Join us each Sunday 

morning at Woodland 

Chapel for a Meditation at 

10:30.  Each Meditation will 

be uniquely guided by a 

m i n i s t e r  o r  o t h e r 

practitioner . 

 
December 7 

Rev Don Kerr 

 

December 14 

Rev Larry King 

 

December 21 

Connie Walker 

 

December 28 

Kathy Prather 

 

 

SUNDAY SERMONS 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

December 7   

Rev Trish Mackey– Good, 

Better or Best 

 

December 14 

Rev Larry King—These Gifts 

 

December 21 

Rev Maur Horton—A 

Christmas Turnaround 

 

December 28 

Rev Don Kerr—The Mystical 

Meaning of Finding the Christ 

 

December 24 

Christmas Eve  

Get Together 

Come join with your friends 

in the Fireside Room for 

popcorn, snacks and mov-

ies. 

7:30 pm to 11:00 pm  

Contact Charlie Prade 

charlie.prade@gmail.com 

 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

 

Lester Petrie  - Dec 6 

Kim French  -  Dec 10 

Carol Hottle  - Dec 27 

Sherlee Cave  - Dec 28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The day you were born  
is worth celebrating 

To receive a birthday card 

and be recognized here,  

fill out the celebration  

form on the Community 

Matters table.   

 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

 

1 
 
6:00am Yoga 
 
 

2 

7:00am Meditation in the 

Sanctuary 

9:00am Yoga in Library 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 

3 

6:00am Yoga 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 

 

2:30pm Book Club 

 

7:00pm River Sangha 

4 
 
10:00-2:00 Office Hours 
10:00 Dept Head Mtg 
 
 
 
8:00pm Under 30 AA 

 

5 

6:00am Yoga 

6 
8:00-9:00am AA 

 

 

7 

10:30am Meditation Service 

11:00am Church Service 

12:30 Tree Decorating & Tree 

of Giving 

 

 

7:00pm AA 

8 

6:00am Yoga 

 
 

 

 

 
 

9 

7:00am Meditation in the 

Sanctuary 

9:00am Yoga in Library 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 

 

7:00pm OA 

10 

6:00am Yoga 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 
 

2:30pm Book Club 
 

7:00pm River Sangha 

 

11 
10:00-2:00 Office Hours 

12 Noon Women of 

Woodland Chapel 
 

 
8:00pm Under 30 AA 
 

12 

6:00am Yoga 

 

 

 

7:00pm Movie Night 

“The Shift” 

13 

8:00-9:00am AA 

 

1:00 pm Christine 

Elder Triage Healing 

14 

10:30am Meditation Service 
11:00am Church Service 
12:45 pm Board Meeting 
 

2:00 pm Drumming Circle 

 

7:00 pm AA 

15 

6:00am Yoga 

 

 

 

 

 

16 

7:00am Meditation in the 
Sanctuary 

9:00am Yoga in Library 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 

 

 

7:00pm OA 

17 

6:00 am Yoga 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 
 

2:30pm Book  Club 

 

 

7:00pm River Sangha 

18 

 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 
 

10:00 Dept Head Mtg 
 

 
 

8:00pm Under 30 AA 

19 

6:00am Yoga 

 

 

7:00pm Christmas 

Candle Lighting Ser-

vice 

20 

8:00-9:00am AA 

 

 

 

 

21 

10:30am Meditation Service 

11:00am Church Service  

12:30 Intro to  SOM 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

7:00pm AA 

22 

6:00am Yoga 

 

 

23 

7:00am Meditation in the 
Sanctuary 

9:00am Yoga in Library 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 

 

7:00pm OA 

24 

6:00 am Yoga 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 

 

6:00-7:30 River Sangha 

 
7:30-11 Christmas Eve 
Get-together, Movies 

25 

 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 
 
 

 

 
 

8:00pm Under 30 AA 

26 

6:00am Yoga 

 

 

 

27 

8:00-9:00am AA 

 

 

28 

10:30am Meditation Service 

11:00am Church Service 

   POTLUCK 

 

 

7:00pm AA 

29 

6:00am Yoga 

 
 

 

 

 

 

30 

7:00am Meditation in the 

Sanctuary 

9:00am Yoga in Library 

10:00—2:00 Office Hours 

 

7:00pm OA 

31 

6:00 am Yoga 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 

 

 

7:00-9:00pm New 

Years Party 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 December 2014 

Tree of Giving 
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 Practicing the Presence; The Practice of Advent 

 

   Advent is a time of watching and waiting. Advent means arrival, especially of some-

thing momentous. Advent specifically means the period of four Sundays before Christ-

mas. During this season we prepare our minds for the revelation of a birth, the birth of 

the Christ consciousness in us. Having a spiritual practice on each Sunday in Advent 

helps prepare us for the spiritual experience surrounding Christmas.  In Science of Mind 

teachings the meaning behind rituals is what is emphasized. We want the ritual experi-

ence to lead us into a holy communion with the idea it represents.  

    First of all arrange four candles in a designated space in your home. The use of the 

traditional advent wreath is not necessary.  Begin with the Opening Prayer: “I invite 

Christ to illumine my mind, open my heart and guide my hands so that 

I may be the presence of God in the world this day.” Then read the 

scripture for that week. Light the first candle and recite the candle 

lighting prayer. After that is done add your own words to the suggest-

ed prayer. The first one is “As I light the first candle I in invite the light of 

Christ to__________________________________________________. (An ex-

ample would be “I invite the light of Christ to speak through me with 

love).” 

 

   During Week 1 you will daily read the Opening Prayer and the scripture, light the 

candle and say the candle lighting prayer and then add your own prayer words after 

the suggested prayer words. Each Sunday a new prayer will begin. On each Sunday of 

Advent you will light another candle.  This year these dates are Nov. 30, Dec. 7, 14, 21. 

Nov. 30. First Sunday: The first candle represents HOPE AND FAITH. 

Isaiah 9:6 “…and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace.” 

Light candle. “As I light the first candle which represents hope and faith, I awaken a 

new sense and awareness of the gift—the gift of the Christ Presence.” 

I invite the light of Christ _______________________________________. 

 

Dec. 7. Second Sunday. The second candle represents PEACE. 

Isaiah 26:3 Thou dost keep in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee.” 

Light candle: “I light a candle today for peace. With more light, I establish peace with-

in myself.  Each day is a step on my journey and I come closer to inner peace, lasting 

peace.” 

I know Peace begins with me as I _________________________________. 

 

Dec. 14, Third Sunday.  The third candle represents LOVE. 

John 13:32. “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; even as I 

have loved you.” 

Light candle. “Today I light a third candle representing love.  Love is God, in me and 

through me. I invite the light of love into my life.” 

(Continued on page 6) 
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I invite love 

_____________________________. 

 

Dec. 21 Fourth Sunday. The 

fourth candle represents JOY. 

Psalm 126:2 “Then our mouth 

was filled with laughter, and 

our tongue with shouts of joy.” 

Light candle: The Advent jour-

ney began with hope; then es-

tablished peace in my life and 

love in my heart and home.  

This candle represents joy. I let 

my joy shine.” 

Joy shines into my 

life________________________. 

 

Have a wonderful  

Christmas. 

 

  -Kathy Prather 

 

HUMAN RIGHTS DAY is December 10 

 

December 10, 1948 the United Nations General Assem-

bly adopted a Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  

Passed by majority vote in 1950 this established an Inter-

national Standard of Human Rights. 

 

We observe this as a major step  
toward achieving  

“a world that works for everyone.” 

 

Movie Night December 12 at 7:00 pm 

Hay House Films presents “The Shift” 
Starring Wayne Dyer 

 

Various guests in a hotel experience a “quantum mo-

ment” that leads to transformation into a life with more 

meaning and purpose.  About 2 hours long. 

 

Women of Woodland Chapel 

Thursday, December 11 at 12:00 noon 

We meet for lunch, fellowship and to help plan  

programs  that benefit the Chapel through 

contributions and service.   

Bring your brown bag lunch and join us as we  

continue to discuss the first section of The Science of 

Mind.  

 

  
   

 Christmas  

Candle Lighting Service 

 
Friday, December 19 at 7:00 pm 

 

Join in our annual Christmas celebration filled with 

Christmas carols, stories, message and sharing.    

Then stay and mingle as we enjoy cookies  

and other holiday goodies.   

 

 Peace stands at the 

door of your consciousness 

and awaits your acceptance 

of It.  It does not stand outside 

waiting for entrance; It stands 

inside waiting to be expressed 

in everything you do.   

 If the possibility of your 

peace were dependent upon 

some external event, some 

outside circumstance, some 

objective fact, then you would 

not have a Principle of Peace 

within you….. 

 The Kingdom of Heaven 

is within you.  Within you is the 

Kingdom of God, and within 

the Kingdom of God is Peace.  

 

 - Ernest Holmes,       

  Living the Science of Mind 

 

 

http://woodlandchapelsalem.com/about-old/women-of-woodland-chapel/
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Ministerial Staff 

Rev. Maur Horton Senior Minister 

Rev. Don Kerr Assistant Minister 

Kathy Prather           Practitioner 

Connie Walker          Practitioner 

 

Board of Trustees 

Dick Walker President 

Candy Willimann  Vice-President 

Pat Spece Treasurer 

Nadine Heusser Secretary 

Rev. Maur Horton 

Carolyn Uplegger 

Cathy Daniels 

Chapel Staff 
Vicki Tournay Office Staff 

Carolyn Uplegger Office Staff 

Kathy Prather Library 

Pat Spece Treasurer 

Dick Walker Maintenance 

Ruth TenEyck          Wedding Coordinator 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Cathy Daniels Associate Editor 

Planned Giving 

 

We believe that abundance flows in all directions when we 

give.  It not only blesses and prospers where our money 

goes, but abundance comes back to us.  “Give, and it shall 

be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and 

shaken together, and running over…. “  (Luke 6:38) 

 This applies to tithing to your spiritual home.  And giving 

can be part of your overall financial planning in the form of 

a bequest in your will or trust.  Just something to think about.  

OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesdays – 10:00-2:00 

Wednesdays – 10:00-2:00 

Thursdays – 10:00-2:00 

Monday and Friday 

By appointment 

All article and event submissions for 

next month’s issue are due by the 

third Sunday of this month. Articles 

should be typed and emailed to  

cddaljo@yahoo.com 

Or leave your article in the 

Newsletter Editor’s mail slot to the 

right of the church office. 

WOODLAND 

CHAPEL 
582 High Street, SE 

Salem, OR 97301 

(503) 362-4139 

woodlandchapel@gmail.com 

www.woodlandchapelsalem.com 

The Vision of The Centers for Spiritual Living 

A world that works for everyone. 

Our Mission 

Woodland Chapel promotes Spirit-centered living 

by teaching principles that heal the mind and body, 

expand prosperity, and nurture relationships in an inclusive, 

joyous community. 

 

Schedule of Services 
Sunday 

 10:30am  Meditation – led by a Practitioner – Sanctuary 

 11:00am  Worship Service – Sanctuary 

 11:00am  Junior Church – Classroom downstairs 

 

Junior Church  

All children are welcome in our Junior 

Church!, Basic ideas from our core 

principles are shared with our  youngest 

congregants, such as  Peace in the world begins with 

peace within.  

If you would like to be part of a team prepared to 

teach children one Sunday a month, please contact 

Cathy Daniels.  With a team approach, we’ll be 

prepared for the opportunity to share basic principles 

with families and young 

people. 

mailto:woodlandchapel@gmail.com?subject=From%20Newsletter
http://www.woodlandchapelsalem.wordpess.com
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503-362-4139 

Office Hours 

Tuesdays: 10:00-2:00 pm 

Wednesdays: 10:00-2:00 pm 

Thursdays: 10:00-2:00 pm 

Senior Minister Hours: 

Wednesdays: 10:00-4:00 pm 

Thursdays: 10:00-4:00 pm 

Monday and Friday 

 by appointment 

 

We don’t want to be your 

 junk mail. 

If you wish to be removed from 

the mailing list, please check 

the box below, and put just the 

half sheet in an envelope and 

mail it back to us. 
 

Thank you.   

Woodland Chapel 
P.O. Box 2103 
Salem, OR 97308 

 

 

Meditation December 2014 

 

   During this season we prepare our minds for the revelation of a birth, 

the birth of the Christ consciousness within each of us. We watch and 

wait during this time of renewal. We are aware of God’s unlimited love 

providing abundance for all. I stay my mind on my many blessings and  

say this prayer “I invite Christ to illumine my mind, open my heart and 

guide my hands so that I may be the presence of God in the world this 

day.” 

- Kathy Prather,   

 

 
 

 

Let all that you do be done with love. 
1 Corinthians 16:14 

 


