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.A River of Light 
 

This season and its holidays revolve around 

the theme of light and dark.  We tend to 

see this as a contest between light and 

dark.  In the global sense of nature, light 

diminishes in our world until the winter 

solstice on or about December 21.  From 

that day on, light wins out, adding daylight 

until the equinox in June.  In a societal sense 

we see forces that would snuff out freedom 

and love as darkness and forces that would 

encourage freedom and love as light. 

 

Those who originally established the 

liturgical calendars lived much closer to 

nature than we do.  The reason the early 

bishops of the Christian church chose to 

celebrate December 25 as the birthday of 

Jesus the Christ involves light.  The Roman 

feast days of Saturnalia focused on the 

solstice and on the sun god Mithras.  This 

god had a great following particularly 

among the Roman military.  The church 

fathers decided to substitute the 

celebration of the birthday of the Christ, the 

Son of God, to counter and as much as 

possible to Christianize these pagan 

holidays.  Well it worked.  Or at least there is 

some evidence it has worked. 

 

We now have one of the largest cultural 

light displays of the year on and around 

Christmas.  Certainly the commercial 

aspects of gift giving have brightened the 

days for retailers both on line and in big box 

stores.  You may have seen long lines of 

shopper at stores in Keizer Station, Lancaster 

Mall and other locations, as have I.  Many 

people were focused on the “fantastic 

sales” on black Friday or throughout the 

season.  We don’t directly see those 

participating in Cyber Monday.  Yet there 

are growing numbers. 

 

You may have noticed the 

prevalence of lights in the 

Christmas displays, commercial, 

private and in our churches.  Light nearly 

defines Christmas for many.  The season of 

lights, twinkling, even twirling, send their 

messages for all to see.  But what is that 

message? 

 

We have to decide for ourselves the 

message Christmas Lights bring.  Do we sink 

into the money making dimension of the 

flashing lights found so liberally throughout 

otherwise brightly lit stores?  Do we 

embrace the wonder of a surprise gift 

unwrapped on Christmas morn?  Is it 

perhaps the assembly of our family and 

friends who share a Christmas meal with us?  

There is nothing intrinsically wrong with any 

of these activities.  They are fun and in large 

measure predate Christmas.   

 

Yet if we wish to fully participate in the 

celebration of lights, we owe it to ourselves 

to enter into the Spirit of Christmas.  “God so 

loved the world..”   I believe that God has 
(Continued on page 2) 
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always loved the world and in fact creates and sustains it 

every day of the year.  So the explosion of Christmas lights 

can awaken our hearts to the divine presence that always 

cherishes us.  That light never dims.  It does not diminish.  

What diminishes and can grow is our attention to the light.  

We are the variable part of this equation.  As we turn our 

hearts toward the divine light, a light that dwells in our 

hearts, the true meaning of Christmas emerges. It is a 

veritable river of light. 

 

We are the light.  The very light of 

God, the Spirit of truth which is 

Love, Itself shines in us, around us 

and flows through us.  All we need 

do is open our eyes, soften our 

spirits and invite the love of God to 

live within us.  This is a new birth, one that can happen 

every day.  Whenever we turn our thoughts from darkness 

to the light, the Spirit of God comes anew, freshly born in 

our consciousness.  

  

I firmly believe and I declare that this is the greatest 

present of all, the Love of God made manifest. It is always 

available yet not always seen amidst the darker 

happenings of this world.  This love is the real meaning of 

any physical present given from the integrity of the soul.  

Each act of kindness and every act of compassion 

embodies real Christmas giving. 

 

Throw off dark, negative thinking. Embrace light-filled, 

positive thinking. Fill your heart with love of God.  You can 

take yourself, your family, indeed every person in the world 

into your heart.  For the Love of God is infinite.  The true 

light of Christmas is Love.  That love is truth.  That truth sets 

us free to the extent we live in it. 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays—you deserve to 

swim in a river of Light. 

 

With great love,  

Rev Maur 

Applause 
  

This month we recognize and 

thank the following: 

 

Candy Willimann for cooking 

the Thanksgiving turkey, 

stuffing, potatoes and gravy. 

 

Vicki Tournay for heading up 

the Hospitality team.  Food 

and social time is a wonderful 

element of our spiritual 

community.  

 

Rev Julie Applegate and Molly 

Eacret for leading the 

Enneagram Workshop.   

 

Michele Giamatteo for fixing 

the leaking toilet on a Sunday 

morning. 

 

The loyal Department Heads 

people who meet twice a 

month, keeping lines of  

communication open for our 

Center:  Rev Maur, Rev Don, 

Candy Willimann, Vicki 

Tournay, Kathy Prather, Donna 

Stephens, Ruth TenEyck, and 

Cathy Daniels., and Rev Julie 

by phone  

 

Brant Heavner for his 

dedication to keeping our 

parking lot and walkways free 

of falling leaves.   

The real Self is God-given and cannot be denied.  It is the place where God comes to a 

point of Individualized and Personified expression.  “I am the light of the world.”   

      - The Science of Mind, page 332 
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Successful Buck a Book Sale 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped make our Book Sale such a success. Thanks to 

those of you who donated books and those of you who purchased books at the bar-

gain price of $1. We ran the sale for two Sundays at the end of October and the first of 

November.  We made a total of $80. This will go to buy more new books.  Thanks to all 

of our library helpers for their assistance all year long, too. 

     Sincerely,  Kathy Prather 

 

 

2016 PAJAMA DRIVE 

 

We are once again partnering with the United Way of the Mid-Willamette 

Valley to collect pajamas for children in the foster care system, who are away from 

home and family.  A new, warm pair of pajamas may help them feel secure and pro-

vided-for during the cold winter months.  All sizes are needed, especially the larger siz-

es for teens. 

 

 

 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23 at 7:00pm 

 

Save the date for this holiday tradition of music and singing, story and sharing.  We will 

participate in a ceremony as old as humankind.  We will physically turn darkness into 

light.  In the darkness of the Sanctuary light will stream from the Christ candle to each 

of our candles.  Light passing among us symbolizes the light of love that dwells within. 

With a mixture of sacred stories, inspiring music, a brief message and the candle light-

ing itself, we will help usher the stream of sacred light into our world. 

 

 

 

PRACTITIONER TRAINING COMING 

 

Practitioner training is planned to begin in the fall of 2017 here at Woodland Chapel.  

Several  students of our classes have expressed interest in becoming a practitioner.    

To begin the program certain classes must be completed, and some have met or are 

near this requirement.  If you are interested in becoming a practitioner, see page 4 for 

the Path to Practitioner Studies and page 5 for a description of the role of a Practition-

er . 
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 Lester Petrie  - December 6   Carol Hottle  - December 27 

 Robyn Shelby  - December 27   Shirley Cave  - December 28 

 

 
We like celebrating with you.  To join our birthday list and receive greetings,  

fill out the form located in the Library.    
  
 

 

DECEMBER SUNDAY PROGRAMS 

 

December 4  - Rev Larry King “We Hang the Lights so High” 

Meditation:  Ruth TenEyck  Music:  Susan Brakeall and Michael Kerr 

 

December 11  - Rev Julie Applegate “The Living Spirit of Christmas in Transition” 

Meditation: Rev Julie    Music:  Susan Brakeall 

 

December 18– Rev Mary Midkiff  -”Universal Spirit in love and law.”  

Meditation: Kathy Prather Music:  Christine Elder and Randy Byrnes 

 

December 25  - Rev Maur Horton “Being the Light of the World” 

Meditation:  Rev Maur   Music:  Darcy and Brent 

 

 

Ministry of Prayer 

To contact any of the following people, leave a message at Woodland Chapel

(503) 362-4139 

 

Reverend Maur Horton    Reverend Don Kerr 

Reverend Julie Applegate  Practitioner Kathy Prather 

Practitioner in training Ruth TenEyck 

 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 
10:00-2:00 Office Hours 
 
10am Department Heads 
meeting 
 
8:00pm Under 30 AA 

2 

 

6:00am Yoga 

 

3 

8:00-9:00am AA 

 

 

4 

10:30am Meditation Service 

11:00am Sunday Celebration 

12:15 Meet & Treat 

 

 

7:00pm AA 

5 

6:00am Yoga 

 

 
6:30pm  New Founda-
tions Class 
 

6 

7:00  Am Meditation in 

Sanctuary 

9:00am Yoga in Library 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 

 

7 

6:00am Yoga 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 

10:15 Ministry Team 

meeting 

 

7:00pm River Sangha 

8 
 
10:00-2:00 Office Hours 
 

10am Department Heads 
meeting 

 
8:00pm Under 30 AA 

9 

6:00am Yoga 

 

 

 

 

 

10 

8:00-9:00am AA 

 

 

 

11 

10:30am Meditation Service 

11:00am Sunday Celebration 

12:45 BOARD MEETING 

 

 

7:00 pm AA 

12 

6:00am Yoga 

 

 

 

13 

7:00  Am Meditation in 

Sanctuary 

9:00am Yoga in Library 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 

 

14 

6:00 am Yoga 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 

 

 

 

7:00pm River Sangha 

15 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 

 

10 am Department Heads 

meting 

 
8:00pm Under 30 AA 

16 

6:00am Yoga 

 

 

 

17 

8:00-9:00am  AA 

 

 

. 

18 

10:30am Meditation  

11:00am Sunday Celebration 

12:30 Intro to Spiritual Liiving 

 

 

7:00pm AA 

19 

6:00am Yoga 

 

 

 

 

 

20 

7:00  Am Meditation in 

Sanctuary 

9:00am Yoga in Library 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 

 

21 

6:00 am Yoga 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 

 

 

 

7:00pm River Sangha 

22 

10:00-2:00 office hours 

 

 

 

8:00pm Under 30  AA 

23 

6:00am Yoga 

 

 

7:00pm Christmas  

Candle Lighting Ser-

24 

8:00-9:00am AA 

 

 

 

25 

10:30am Meditation 

11:00am Sunday Celebration 

 CHRISTMAS POTLUCK 

 

 

7:00pm AA   

26 

6:00am Yoga 

 

 

 

27 

7:00  Am Meditation in 

Sanctuary 

9:00am Yoga in Library 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 

 

28 

6:00am Yoga 

10:00-2:00 Office Hours 

 

 

 

7:00pm River Sangha 

29 

10:00-2:00 Office hours 

 

 

 

8:00pm Under 30 AA 

30 31 

8:00-9:00am AA 

DECEMBER   2016 
“He who has not Christmas in his 

heart will never find it under a tree.“ 

   - Roy L. Smith 
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A Practitioner 

 

Practitioners are vital to a healthy, growing Center for Spiritual Living.  Becoming a Practi-

tioner is about deepening one’s Spiritual Growth and learning to help others. You may 

have heard the name Practitioner a dozen times and still not understand exactly what a 

practitioner does or how to become one. 

 

To enter Practitioner training a person must have taken at least six Science of Mind cours-

es, one class from each of the steps shown on the accompanying Path to a Practitioner 

Studies chart.  In those courses, we explore all the Science of Mind principles, as well as 

the history of Religious Science and the lives and writings of the major figures in the 

movement. 

  

A Practitioner candidate has also completed two additional years of practitioner studies 

which we will start next September here at our Center. Some courses focus on how to 

listen and to help others who may seek help.  Most important are the courses that focus 

on personal spiritual growth.   

 

Practitioners are people who are dedicated to daily spiritual practices like prayer and 

meditation. They may also serve as speakers and teachers, and usually end up in other 

areas of leadership within the church.  They believe, and practice, the principles of heal-

ing which boil down to: “There is nothing to be healed, only God to be revealed.”   

 

A Practitioner can be thought of as a “spiritual counselor” but not in the sense of a psy-

chological counselor, as we use no other “therapy” than knowing the Truth and praying.  

  

Several of our members are either ready to begin Practitioner studies or plan to be ready 

by September.  Take a look at your background.  You may be able to join us.  Or you 

might like to begin this deeply spiritual path.  Just contact any of our prayer team for 

more information. 

 

Now that you know more about what a Practitioner does, remember you are always 

welcome to make a request for “prayer treatment.” You can complete a yellow slip of 

paper found in the pews that can be dropped in the collection plate or in the treatment 

request box in the Library.  You can also contact one of our Practitioners or Ministers 

listed.  You might even want to pray for guidance on whether you would like to enter 

Practitioner studies. 

 

Namaste, Rev Maur 

 

The practitioner works within his or her own mind until mentally satisfied, until the whole 

reaction in his thought causes him to understand that his patient is now healed.  This 

healing is really the action of Spirit upon the mind of the healer, the active Principle of 

truth, goodness and harmony. 

      The Science of Mind, page 409 
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My Prayer for My Country 

  By Ernest Holmes 

 

Believing in the Divine destiny of the United States of America and 

in the preservation of liberty, security, and self-expression for all, I of-

fer this, my prayer for my country. 

 

I know that Divine Intelligence governs the destiny of the United States of 

America, directing the thought and the activity of all who guide its affairs. 

I know that success, prosperity, and happiness are the gifts of Freedom and 

are the Divine heritage of everyone in this country. 

 

I know that success, prosperity, and happiness are now operating in the affairs 

of every individual in this country. 

 

I know that Divine guidance enlightens the collective mind of the people of 

this country, causing it to know that economic security may come to all with-

out the loss of either personal freedom or individual self-expression. 

 

I know that no one can believe or be led to believe that freedom must be sur-

rendered in order to insure economic security for all. 

 

The All-Knowing Mind contains the answer to every problem which confronts 

this country. I know that every leader in this country is now directed by this All-

Knowing Mind and has the knowledge of a complete solution to every prob-

lem. Each is compelled to act upon this knowledge to the end that abun-

dance, security, and peace shall come to all. 

 

And I know that this spiritual democracy shall endure, guaranteeing to every-

one in this country personal liberty, happiness, and self-expression. 

Amen. 
 

Wherever the image of thought is set, there the Power to create resides….  Can we see 

good where evil appears to be?  Then we can remove the evil.  When we bring a lamp 

into a darkened room, where does the darkness go?  The darkness nei-

ther came nor did it go, anywhere.  It never was a thing of itself, merely 

a condition.  And we have power over conditions.  The light is greater 

than the darkness nor has the darkness any power over the light.  

 

      - The Science of Mind, page 410 
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Ministerial Staff 

Rev. Maur Horton Senior Minister 

Rev. Don Kerr Assistant Minister 

Rev Julie Applegate Staff Minister 

Kathy Prather, RsCP      Practitioner 

 

Board of Trustees 

Candy Willimann President 

Ruth TenEyck  Vice-President 

Dpnna Stephens Secretary 

Rev. Maur Horton 

Carmen Bacho 

Vicki Tournay 

 

 

Chapel Staff 
Candy Willimann Office Staff 

Kathy Prather, RsCP Library 

Ruth TenEyck          Wedding Coordinator 

 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Cathy Daniels Associate Editor 
cddaljo@yahoo.com 

 

Sacred Giving 

We believe that abundance flows in all directions when 

we give.  It not only blesses and prospers where our 

money goes, but abundance comes back to us.   

“Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, 

pressed down, and shaken together, and running 

over…“  (Luke 6:38) 

Thus we practice tithing to our spiritual home.  Giving can 

also be part be of our overall financial plan. A bequest in 

a will or trust can be a powerful way to extend your love 

for generations to come through our community.  

OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesdays-10:00-2:00 

Wednesdays – 10:00-2:00 

Thursdays – 10:00-2:00 

Other times By appointment 

All article and event submissions for 

next month’s issue are due by the 

third Sunday of this month. Articles 

should be typed and emailed to  

cddaljo@yahoo.com 

Or leave your article in the 

Newsletter Editor’s mail slot to the 

right of the church office. 

WOODLAND 

CHAPEL 
582 High Street, SE 

Salem, OR 97301 

(503) 362-4139 

woodlandchapel@gmail.com 

www.woodlandchapelsalem.com 

The Vision of The Centers for Spiritual Living 

A world that works for everyone. 

Our Mission 

Woodland Chapel promotes Spirit-centered 

living by teaching principles that heal the mind and 

body, expand prosperity, and nurture relationships in 

an inclusive, joyous community. 

 

Schedule of Sunday 

Services 

 
 10:30am  Meditation – led by a Practitioner – Sanctuary 

 11:00am  Community Celebration – Sanctuary 

10:30 to Noon  Childcare and Junior Church – Classroom 

downstairs 

 

Junior Church  

 We are looking for a 

couple of volunteers 

to join our team for 

Youth Church. If 

working with young 

people sounds ap-

pealing to you, 

please speak with 

Rev Maur or Candy 

Willimann. 

mailto:woodlandchapel@gmail.com?subject=From%20Newsletter
http://www.woodlandchapelsalem.wordpess.com
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 503-362-4139 

Office Hours 

Tuesdays: 10:00 2:00 pm 

Wednesdays: 10:00-2:00 pm 

Thursdays: 10:00-2:00 pm 

Senior Minister Hours: 

Wednesdays: 10:00-4:00 pm 

Thursdays: 10:00-4:00 pm 

Monday and Friday 

 by appointment 

 

We don’t want to be your 

 junk mail. 

If you wish to be removed from 

the mailing list, please check 

the box below, and put just the 

half sheet in an envelope and 

mail it back to us. 
 

Thank you.   

Woodland Chapel 
P.O. Box 2103 
Salem, OR 97308 

 

DECEMBER SPIRITUAL MIND TREATMENT 

 

There is one Power and Presence in the Universe which is every where present.  This 

is the Source of All Creation.   

 

This Source is Spirit, Creative Intelligence, the Indwelling God in which we believe.  

Belief holds the power of creation, through both Love and Law.  Love is what we 

choose to focus on and send out.  Law is the creative Power that manifests Good 

from that Love. 

 

Within each of us is a gift, a special light that only we can shine when we remember 

who we are, a child of God.  We each are God expressing in this world and are sure 

to expand joy when we remain focused on Oneness, the wholeness this life 

becomes when we keep our thoughts, words and actions on love, healing and 

harmony. 

 

We are grateful for this Truth and put it to use for the greater good of all. 

 

And so it is. 

 

Let all that you do be done with love. 
1 Corinthians 16:14 

 


